DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS                                       

2007/2008
SS Economics of Food Markets 

Hilary Term essay project titles

Please write an essay project on one of the following topics.  Essay projects should not be longer than 3,000-3,500 words in length.  Essays and assignments are due in by Friday 14 March 2008 at 5 p.m. (this gives you one week of the vacation to complete it, if you need it). The usual late penalties will apply (- 5% for the first day late, increasing by -1% per day thereafter). Submission will be administered using the Turnitin.com software. Your attention is drawn to the rules governing the use and quotation of work by others, and the need to avoid plagiarism particularly in quoting material from the web.

1. China as a future source of global demand for agricultural commodities.
2. Critically evaluate (either in an Irish or EU context) the indicative tariget of a 5.75% share of biofuels in transport fuels by 2010 and a 10% share by 2020.

3. Are fears of rising retail food prices due to agricultural price inflation justified?

4. Evaluate the contribution of agri-environment schemes (either in Ireland or the EU) to the protection and enhancement of biodiversity.

5. The possible impact of a WTO Doha Round Agreement on EU agriculture.

6. Discuss the legal and economic issues surrounding the introduction of GMOs (either in Ireland or in Europe).

7. Free choice – if you have an idea for an essay project that you would like to explore and which provides scope in meeting its objectives, you can discuss this with me and get approval.

What is the difference between an essay and a project?
For your Michaelmas Term assignment, you wrote an essay. Basically, this required you to summarise the provided readings based on a course topic and show that you understood them. I want to emphasise more the project nature of the Hilary Term assignment. The idea is that you investigate a topic relevant to the course themes but take responsibility for finding the relevant literature yourself. Also, a project is more problem-focused, and will often contain more empirical material in the nature of graphs and tables than a normal essay. The intention is that you source and prepare at least some of this empirical material yourselves rather than just cut and paste from the secondary literature.

How will the essay project be marked?

Marks will be given for your success in meeting the following objectives:

a) A clear explanation of the motivation for your project and the question you intend to address and a brief summary of your argument set out in the Introduction.

b) The understanding you display of the issue and the range of arguments around it. The complexity of the argument you make in addressing the question you identify in the Introduction.

c) Your skill in presenting and marshalling the facts and putting a structure on the argument you make. Clear section headings and a logical structure to your assignment are important here.

d) The evidence provided of the range of sources and literature reviewed. While much of this will be web-based, the extent to which you have consulted journal articles, or statistical sources, or government reports, or undertaken some primary research (all as appropriate) will be taken into account.

e) Use of primary research material, either statistical sources or journal papers. You should clearly identify this contribution in the Introduction section of your essay. 

f) General presentation, including correct citation practices.

If anyone is interested in submitting an article to the Student Economic Review, the closing date is usually late February. I am prepared to return comments on projects submitted before that date.
Alan Matthews
January 2008
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